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PRISONS AMENDMENT BILL 2002 
Council’s Amendment 

Amendment made by the Council now considered. 
Consideration in Detail 

The amendment made by the Council was as follows -  
Clause 8, page 4, line 19 to insert after “visitor”- 
 as a condition of entry 

Mr J.A. McGINTY:  I move -  
That the amendment made by the Council be agreed to.   

The Prisons Amendment Bill 2002 was read a third time in the Legislative Council this week.  Only one minor 
amendment was made to clause 8 of the Bill.  Clause 8 of the Bill proposes to amend the regulation-making 
power in section 110 of the Prisons Act 1981 so as to be able to make regulations -  

requiring a visitor to a prison to prove his or her identity in a specified manner, including by means of a 
fingerprint, palm print, eye print, voiceprint or other physical or personal characteristic.  

There was some minor discussion that this provision would be better couched if it related to the provision of 
such information as a condition of entry to a prison.  A minor amendment was therefore drafted to insert the 
words “as a condition of entry” after the word “visitor”.  The amendment was suggested by Hon Peter Foss and 
received overall support from all members of the House, and accordingly we indicate our agreement with it as 
well.   
Ms S.E. WALKER:  I have looked at the amendment to clause 8 and have no objection to it.  I am wondering, as 
a matter of interest, whether any of these procedures that are outlined in the Bill have ever come to pass in a 
prison.  I remember the photograph that was taken of the Attorney General - I am not sure whether it was his ears 
or his nose that they were identifying -  
Mr J.A. McGinty:  I was then granted admission to the prison, so obviously I must have an honest face! 
Mrs C.L. Edwardes:  Or you have not been caught!  
Ms S.E. WALKER:  They obviously have not heard the Attorney’s silver tongue.  Have any of these procedures 
ever been implemented and installed at the prisons? 

Mr J.A. McGinty:  Not at this stage. 

Ms S.E. WALKER:  That is funny; I knew the Attorney General would say that.   

Mr J.A. McGinty:  It is under active consideration.   

Ms S.E. WALKER:  The Opposition supports the amendment.  

Question put and passed; the Council’s amendment agreed to.   

The Council acquainted accordingly. 
 


